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Virginia Correctional Counseling Association
Virginia Correctional Counseling Association

8/20/10

Dillwyn Correctional Center

I. Opening Statements—April Mela, VCCA Vice-President, led the meeting.  It was noted that the President, Brandy Nixon, was absent due to family concerns.  Counselors were given the opportunity to introduce themselves and share comments regarding usage of the CORIS and COMPASS programs.

II. Review of Previous Minutes—No minutes were available, as Ms. Honeycutt was not available.

III. Account Balance by Treasurer—William C. Kelsey, VCCA Treasurer, noted that the beginning checking balance was $652.26, the ending checking balance was 654.26.  Additionally, the savings balance was $905.67.

IV. Guest Speaker: Virginia 211—Mr. Shawn Leslie, Inmate Liaison for the Virginia 211 program, shared information about the program; particularly, how services of importance to the offender population.  He noted that the 211 program was now nationally available, and that calls into the program are routed based on the location from which calls originate; however information provided would be applicable to the area in which the caller had interest.  Mr. Leslie noted that he is available to make presentations to offender populations, and would appreciate at least one month’s notice from the date of requested presentations.  Information, to include ‘Quick Guides’ can also be retrieved from www.yourunitedway.org.  

V. CORIS troubleshooting—Not available due to Ms. Honeycutt’s absence.  However, it was noted that Lori Dessureault, Fluvanna Correctional Center for Women, has developed a brochure to this effect that can be sent to interested counselors.

VI. Update on business cards—Not available due to Ms. Honeycutt’s absence.

VII. VCCA logo—Not available due to Ms. Honeycutt’s absence.

VIII. CMC questionnaire—feedback and finalization—Not available due to Ms. Honeycutt’s absence.

IX. Purchasing of thank-you cards to send to guest speakers and to send to hosting institutions—This was approved unanimously by the members that were present.

X. Next month’s meeting site

a. Atmore-- This was approved unanimously by the members that were present.

b. Meeting topic—Ms. Mela agreed to contact Mr.Bass and Ms. Thomas regarding serving as guest speakers.  Topics will include HB30, Exodus, Project, and Problematic Release issues

XI. Roundtable

a. Discussion was held regarding various upcoming conferences.  They include:  Counselors Conference—September 27-28; Substance Abuse Conference September 29-30; Fatherhood Conference 28-29; and Virginia Correctional Association Training Institute September 30-October 1.  Discussion was held regarding providing scholarships for the 2011 VCA Institute; however, vote on this issue was tabled until there is more information about this event.

b. Mr. Kelsey announced that Dillwyn Correctional Center will have two counselor vacancies.  

XII. Tour of VCE shop—Counselors were provided a tour of this facility and provided with information about the program.

Attendance: 
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